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SacajaweaAudubonNews

Sacajawea Audubon builds on an interest in birds to promote the conservation of our natural 
environment through enjoyment, education and action.

Sept 8th

Sept 10th

Sept 15th

   "September 2012

Calendar at a Glance

SAS Field Trip

SAS May Meeting

Deadline to submit to the newsletter

The Plight of the Pika

Monday September 10th, 2012 at 7:00 p.m.
Hope Lutheran Church 
2152 W. Graf Street (off of South 19th) in Bozeman

! For the first program of the new season, Sacajawea 
Audubon Society welcomes April Craighead of the Craighead 
Institute to talk about her work with the Montana pika citizen 
science program and the importance of pikas in climate change 
research. The American pika (Ochotona princeps) is the smallest 
member in the rabbit family and are plant generalists but 
habitat specialists in that they require cool microclimates to 
regulate their body temperature. They are extremely well 
adapted to montane environments, but are sensitive to climatic 
extremes and temperatures above 80F can be lethal to pikas in 
as little as six to eight hours.  Pikas do not hibernate and remain 
active all winter long.   They store large “haypiles” or stores of 
vegetation in the late summer and fall that they cache and will 
utilize all winter long. 
! April Craighead recieved her BA degree from the 
University of California in San Diego and her MA degree from 
Montana State University and has been working at the 
Craighead Institute since 2000 as a wildlife biologist.   She has 
worked on a variety of projects including bear studies, birds, 
road ecology and more recently how climate change effects 
alpine species-specifically the American pika.    Pikas are 
incredibly interesting and awfully cute so she finds it a pleasure 
to study them.   April enjoys camping, hiking, skiing,traveling, 
kayaking and most importantly being a mom to her daughter, 
Willow, who keeps her incredibly busy and on her toes.

 

September Field Trip

! On Saturday September 8, we will meet at the Museum 
of the Rockies at 7:45 AM for car pooling and an 8:00 departure.  
We will stop at various sites in the Three Forks vicinity 
including Trident,  Headwaters SP, and Three Forks ponds; 
drive back roads,  take short walks and see what we can find 
this time of year. We plan to be back at the MOR by early 
afternoon, so bringing a drink and snacks may be appropriate. 
Please contact us with any questions.  Cheryl & Ron Farmer 
586-3987

New Season, New Officers, Old Friends

! Please welcome the new leadership team, none new to 
Audubon or leadership, but now newly organized into the 
chapter's current Board of Directors.
! In the office of president is former at-large board 
member Loreene Reid.
! Paulette Epple continues as our able secretary, and also 
as coordinator of the Madison Valley Important Bird Area.
! Evelyn Acton has joined the board as treasurer.
 The at-large members are familiar faces: Chris Nixon, Peter 
Norlander,  Annie Sisk (also coordinator of the Missouri Headwaters 
Important Bird Area), and Jackie Wilson.
 Anne Millbrooke now serves as past president on the board.

Contact information is on the newsletter's last page and on the 
chapter's website www.sacajaweaaudubon.org./.

Newsletter Submissions

The SAS Newsletter  is always looking for local birding news or bird 
habitat-related issues. Please send your submission to me at 
mcammons@gmail.com by the 15th of the month prior to the month 
of publication. For further questions or inquiries, feel free to call me 
at 600-0301.

Thanks!
MC Ammons

Newsletter Editor

http://www.sacajaweaaudubon.org/
http://www.sacajaweaaudubon.org/
mailto:mcammons@gmail.com
mailto:mcammons@gmail.com
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Bird Notes
! As is always the case for our area, there was an absolute wealth of birds to find during the late spring and early summer. 
Perhaps the most unusual find for the period was the Upland Sandpiper that Robin and Richard Wolcott saw along Bench Road, 
south of Three Forks, on July 17th.  This was the first confirmed sighting for latilong 38* , in 103 years.   Five days earlier near this 
same location, Robin and Richard found 51 Long-billed Curlews.

! Straddling flyways and habitats, Cottonwood Reservoir north of Wilsall, is somewhat neglected as a 
birding destination.  With several trips to Cottonwood during the last week of July and the first week of 
August, Forrest Rowland certainly appreciates the richness of birdlife at Cottonwood.  Forrest was able 
to consistently identify 60-70 species of birds at the lake, including up to 19 species of shorebirds.
! On July 14th, Jeff Safford took a hike with his family up the Mirror Lake Trail on the north side of the 
Spanish Peaks.  They were thrilled to find 6 Northern Pygmy Owls,  including several recently fledged 
chicks.

! Among all the interesting breeding records established this summer, to me the most exciting development, was the thorough 
documentation of two separate successful Burrowing Owl nests.  One pair south of Three Forks produced at least 6 chicks, and 
the other pair south of Ennis produced at least 7 chicks.  These nests with young are the first ever 
documented for the Bozeman latilong!
! The rewards were huge for Lou Ann Harris, Tim Preso,  Doug Smith, and myself when we braved 
the wind, snow, and temperatures in the thirties,  during the May 26th field trip to the East Gallatin 
Recreation Area.  We had absolutely gorgeous looks at a male Chestnut-sided Warbler in breeding 
plumage.  And then a bit later in the morning we finally got definitive views at a Black-throated Gray 
Warbler.  Surprisingly, this was only the eleventh time this warbler, which breeds as close as northern 
Wyoming and southern Idaho, has been seen in Montana.
! Dickcissel are always unusual anywhere in Montana, and especially so in the southwestern part of the state.  That didn’t stop 
a male Dickcissel from taking up residence at Lori Wilkinson’s feeders from May 17th till the 26th.   This arrival date is the earliest 
ever for Montana and the first record for latilong 39.
! Two different Baltimore Oriole’s were seen in the Livingston area late in May.  The first oriole was at Linda and Ray Forrest’s 
house by Deep Creek, on May 23rd.  The second Baltimore Oriole appeared three days later at Becky Douglass’ house in 
Livingston.
! And finally, the state’s third Great-tailed Grackle that was discovered at the Gallatin Valley Mall in February, was still there 
into July.

* Montana’s system of using blocks, encompassed by one degree of latitude by one degree of longitude, for documenting bird 
distribution.

-John Parker
 Thank you to all our sharp-eyed birders for reporting your great sightings. Please report your Bird Sightings by the 9th of the 

month to John Parker at 586-5863 or conundrum@imt.net

   "

American Bird Conservancy’s (ABC) new 30-minute film titled Endangered Hawai’i,  narrated by actor 
Richard Chamberlain, is now available for purchase on DVD. The film explores the on-going bird 
extinction crisis in Hawaiʻi that has led to about 70 percent of all endemic bird species in the state 
becoming extinct.  ABC produced the film with funding from the National Fish and Wildlife Foundation. 
With beautiful footage of many of Hawaiʻi’s stunning birds and their habitats, the film showcases the 
unique biodiversity of our 50th state and explains the environmental crisis that has caused Hawaiʻi to 
become known as the “Bird Extinction Capital of the World.” It describes the nature of the crisis, its 
causes, and current efforts to implement solutions for species remaining on the brink. A key species of 
concern is the Kiwikiu, or Maui Parrotbill, a honeycreeper that was once widespread on Maui and 

Molokaʻi,  but which is now limited to approximately 500 individuals high on the windward slopes of Haleakalā volcano. 
Another honeycreeper, the Palila, was once found throughout the Hawaiian Islands, but now clings to less than five percent of 
its original range on the Big Island of Hawaiʻi.  Meanwhile, the Nihoa Millerbird, endemic to the small, rocky island of Nihoa, is 
down to as few as 700 individuals, and the ʻAkikiki and ʻAkekeʻe of Kauaʻi are in steep decline. DVDs are available from 
American Bird Conservancy for $9.95 plus shipping at: http://www.abcbirds.org/abcprograms/oceansandislands/hawaii/
endangered_hawaii.html.

New Film: Endangered Hawai’i

mailto:conundrum@imt.net
mailto:conundrum@imt.net
http://www.abcbirds.org/abcprograms/oceansandislands/hawaii/endangered_hawaii.html
http://www.abcbirds.org/abcprograms/oceansandislands/hawaii/endangered_hawaii.html
http://www.abcbirds.org/abcprograms/oceansandislands/hawaii/endangered_hawaii.html
http://www.abcbirds.org/abcprograms/oceansandislands/hawaii/endangered_hawaii.html
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NaturEner USA, LLC (NaturEner),  a 
San Francisco-based wind energy 
development company and Montana 
Audubon announced today major 
changes to the Rim Rock Wind Farm in 
direct response to concerns over raptors 
and their habitat. Kevin Rim, in north 
central Montana, has been known to 
harbor up to 60 active nests of 10 
raptors species in a given year. The Rim 
Rock Wind Farm is currently under 
construction on private lands near to, 
and west of, the Kevin Rim. At the 
urging of Montana Audubon, 
NaturEner voluntarily agreed to 
relocate each of 25 wind turbines to 
provide a buffer of approximately 1⁄2 
mile from historic and active raptor 
nests. This commitment was made after 
the project design was finalized, 
financing completed, and actual 
construction had begun. In addition, 
NaturEner and Montana Audubon have 
entered into an historic Memorandum 
of Understanding which reflects an 
unprecedented level of cooperation and 
commitment between a wind energy 
company and a wildlife conservation 
organization.
The Rim Rock Wind Farm, which was 
conceived in 2005 and for which 
preliminary construction work was 
begun in August, 2011, is scheduled to 
be completed by the end of 2012, with a 
name-plate rated capacity of 189 
megawatts and a total expected annual 
electrical generation of approximately 
662,000 MWh, enough energy to power 
60,000 average U.S. homes each year.
As the project was being developed, 
Montana Audubon voiced concern over 
whether the turbine locations as 
designed would be sufficiently distant 

from historic raptor nests to limit the 
potential for displacement and/or 
disturbance of one of the most active 
raptor nesting areas in Montana. 
Although the land-based wind energy 

guidelines developed by the US Fish 
and Wildlife Service (USFWS) did not 
specify a setback distance, NaturEner 
was aware of the concerns and 
consulted with both the USFWS and 
Montana Audubon in an effort to find 
common ground regarding the planned 
turbine placement. After numerous 
meetings and the desire of both 
NaturEner and Montana Audubon to 
find an acceptable solution to minimize 
potential impact to these sensitive bird 
species, the final design plan was 
changed.
“Montana Audubon applauds the 
response of NaturEner,” said Steve 
Hoffman, Executive Director of 

Montana Audubon. “They listened to 
our recommendations, and agreed to 
relocate 25 wind turbines in the Rim 
Rock wind project. These changes have 
occurred late in the process, after 
construction had begun and at great 
expense to NaturEner.”
The Memorandum of Understanding 
signed by both parties memorializes the 
efforts of both NaturEner and Montana 
Audubon to provide a framework of 
understanding between the two 
organizations that has as its
fundamental objectives: regional 
economic development, an 
environmentally sustainable clean 
energy project,  and the preservation of 
wildlife and its habitat. The MOU also 
provides the structure for cooperation 
and understanding between Rim Rock 
and Montana Audubon for additional 
wildlife studies and an opportunity to 
coordinate regional issues of mutual 
interest relating to wind energy 
development.
“NaturEner recognizes the valuable 
contributions and recommendations of 
Montana Audubon during the 
development of the Rim Rock project, 
particularly its advice and counsel 
regarding wind turbine setback 
requirements from historic and existing 
raptor nests,” said José M. Sánchez 
Seara, Chief Executive Officer of 
NaturEner Rim Rock Wind Energy, 
LLC.
A copy of the press release and the 
Memorandum of Understanding will be 
posted on both websites: 
w w w . n a t u r e n e r . n e t a n d 
www.mtaudubon.org.

The KEVIN RIM Important Bird Area & Rim Rock Wind Farm

Note for those of you who miss the Wild Birds Unlimited Store in Bozemam - John and Kathy, the 
owners of the WBU in Billings, are offering a monthly FREE seed delivery service to Bozeman. Place 
orders by calling the store at 406-245-1640.  (minimum two 20# bags) You may also take delivery of 
feeders, houses, suet and hardware. Of special note is the new line of completely anti-bacterial tube 
feeders, designed to prevent the spread of disease at feeding stations. Call John and Kathy for more 
information or visit billings.wbu.com.

In Need of Seed?

http://www.naturener.net
http://www.naturener.net
http://www.mtaudubon.org
http://www.mtaudubon.org
http://billings.wbu.com/
http://billings.wbu.com/
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Sacajawea Audubon Society
P.O. Box 1711
Bozeman, MT 59771-1711

Change Service Requested

Sacajawea Audubon Society, affiliated with the 
National Audubon Society, meets on the second 
Monday of each month, September through May. 

 Sacajawea Audubon News is sent to all Sacajawea 
Audubon Society members monthly September 
through May. Deadline is the 10th  of the month 
preceding the month articles will appear. Please send 
to: Mary Cloud Ammons, 503 Bozeman, Bozeman MT 
59715 or mcammons@gmail.com.

Change of Address: Please notify Sally MacDonald, 
223-9167 or smacbirder@msn.com if your address 
changes. When you move or are away, newsletters are 
returned to us for an extra fee.

Find more at the Sacajawea Audubon Society Website 
at: http://www.sacajaweaaudubon.org/
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Sacajawea Audubon Society Officers and Committee Chairs

Montana Audubon: 406-443-3949; PO Box 595, Helena, MT 59624; 
mtaudubon@mtaudubon.org; www.mtaudubon.org For direct contact: 

shoffman@mtaudubon.org 
Montana Bird Hotline: 406-721-9799 to report unusual or out-of-season birds

The Sacajawea Audubon Society Newsletter is Printed on 100% Recycled Paper

 Membership Application 
National Audubon Society

(Includes chapter membership) 

• National, State and Chapter Audubon Membership
• National Audubon Magazine
• Monthly Sacajawea Audubon newsletter 

September through May by surface mail or E-mail 
• Admission to National Audubon sanctuaries
• Support of National Audubon conservation efforts

Name: _______________________
Address: _____________________

City: ________________________

State: ______ Zip:_____________

Email: ______________________

_____ $20 First Time Member  

_____ I would like to receive the chapter 
newsletter by E-mail only.

Mail your check and application to: 
Sacajawea Audubon Society
Attn: Membership 
P.O Box 1711, Bozeman, MT  597711711
                                                             (N51)
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